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Henry VIII is one of the most famous kings in the history of the British Royal Family. He was a ruthless ruler, 

who brought about many great changes during his reign. He was famous for having six wives and starting the 

Church of England. The Tudor reign lasted from 1485 until 1603 (118 years). The Tudor family ruled England 

and Wales during this time. 

Henry became king at 17 years old after his father died on 21st April 1509. Henry married Catherine of 

Aragon on 11th June 1509. Catherine was his brother’s widow. Henry VIII was adamant that Catherine would 

give him a son, but she only had 1 child with him – a girl named Mary. She was born on 18th February 1516. 

Henry was second in line to the throne after Arthur, his elder brother. His brother died when he was only 15 

years old in 1502, which meant Henry became the Prince of Wales and heir to the throne at the age of 10. 

Name: Henry Tudor

Born: 28th June 1491 

Birthplace: Greenwich Palace, London

Parents: King Henry VII and Elizabeth of York

Older siblings: 

Arthur (by �ve years)

Margaret (by two years) 

Younger sibling: Mary (by 5 years)

Facts about Henry’s family

When did King Henry VIII become King?

Henry was desperate for a son to carry on his legacy. Henry decided he would divorce Catherine and �nd a 

new wife, who would perhaps give him a son. Under the Catholic Church’s rules divorces were banned. Henry 

appealed to the Pope (head of the Catholic Church), but he refused to allow the divorce to happen. Henry was 

angry, so he created the Church of England. Henry was now the head of the church and no longer answerable 

to the Pope. Now he could divorce his �rst wife and marry his second. 

Why did he create the Church of England?

Reading comprehension
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Who were Henry VIII’s wives?

Henry is famous for having had six wives during his lifetime. They were: 

Date of 
marriage

Catherine of 
Aragon

Anne 
Boleyn

Jane 
Seymour

Anne of 
Cleves

Catherine 
Howard

Catherine 
Parr

11th June 
1509

25th January 
1533

30th May 
1536 

6th January 
1540

28th July 
1540

12th July 
1543

Mary 
(daughter)

Elizabeth
(daughter)

Edward
(son) no children no children no children 

with Henry

divorced beheaded died after 
childbirth divorced beheaded outlived King 

Henry VIII

Offspring:

How their 
marriage 
ended:

On 28 January 1547, King Henry VIII died at St James’ Palace in Westminster. He was 55 years old and had 

been in poor health for many years. His body was taken to Windsor Castle so he could be buried next to his 

third wife, Jane Seymour. 

When did he die? 

Reading comprehension


