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I did feel scared about the eyes. It felt like I was being watched. Stella must have felt it 

too as she had become quiet and was always looking up at me for comfort. I tried to 

pretend that I wasn’t frightened but she knew that I was. 

It took a long time to reach the top of the hill and we were both very tired. The sun was 

blazing down. I tried to look out to sea to look for a sail or any sign of the boat but 

there was nothing. Then I realised that I couldn’t do anything if I did see a boat. I 

couldn’t light a �re as I didn’t have any matches. 

Sea. Sea. Sea. Nothing but sea on all sides. I was on an island. I was alone. 

2. How did Michael know that Stella also felt like she was being watched? List two things. 

1.

2.

1. What was Michael scared of? Tick one. 

the sounds

the quiet

the eyes

Stella 

3. Why might it have taken a long time to reach the top of the hill?
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4. How do we know that the action is taking place in the daytime? 

6. How did Michael know that he was on an island?

5. Why couldn’t Michael light a fire? Tick one. 

no wood

no matches 

too wet 

too hot

7. What shape was the island? Tick one. 

round 

long 

like a peanut 

thin 

 

The island was shaped a bit like a peanut but longer on one end than the other. On both 

sides there were long beaches with white sand and at the far end of the island there was 

another hill, which was covered in thick woods. Apart from the two hills, the island was 

covered with forest. There was no sign of any human life. It looked like a green jewel in 

the middle of the shimmering ocean. I did not feel as sad as I thought I might have. I was 

alive. Stella was alive. We had survived. 



Chapter 4 pp.52 - 59

grammarsaurus.co.uk

8. How many hills were there on the island?

9. Tick to show whether these statements are true or false.

It is covered in forest.

There was a village and a town.

It was like a jewel. 

True False

10. Michael feels relieved. Why? 

“We’ll be alright,” I told Stella. “Mum and Dad will come back for us. Mum will get better 

and they will come and �nd us. All we have to do is keep a look out – and stay alive. 

We need water and food – maybe nuts or fruit.” Speaking out loud to Stella made me 

feel better.  

I was too scared to go searching for food in the forest so I headed to the shoreline �rst. 

I hoped to �nd a stream or a river and something to eat. 

11. Michael tried to make himself feel better by talking to Stella. List three things he says to Stella. 

1.

2.

3.
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12. Where did Michael go first? 

13. What was he searching for? 

15. What word in the text means the same as thirsty? 

As I walked, I saw some coconuts but they were high up in trees which were impossible to 

climb. We walked and walked and I started to feel parched. Stella too must have been 

thirsty as her tongue was hanging out of her mouth. 

The beach soon narrowed and I had to go into the forest despite being scared. It was 

dark and menacing. There was no howling but it was more sinister: the cracking of twigs, 

the shiver of leaves and sudden rustlings. They were all around me. Eyes were watching 

me. We were being followed. 

14. Why couldn’t Michael eat the coconuts? Tick one. 

they were too high up in the trees

he couldn’t crack the shells

he didn’t like coconuts

they weren’t ripe
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16. How did Michael know that Stella was also thirsty? 

18. List three ways the author makes the forest sound scary. 

1.

2.

3.

19. How did Michael know that they were being followed? Tick one. 

he heard something 

he sensed something 

he saw a track 

he saw eyes  

17. Why did Michael have to go into the forest? Tick one. 

they needed shade 

the beach was too narrow 

the sand was too hot 

he saw some food
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I hurried on, swallowing my fear as best I could. I tried to pretend that everything was 

ok. But as the sounds got louder, I became more scared and started to run. I ran until I 

reached some rocks by the sea. I ran over the huge boulders which were all over the 

beach. 

I felt exhausted. I needed to drink. I tried some of the water in the rock pools but it was 

too salty. I spat it out. I remember being told that you went mad if you drank it. I made 

it to the other side of the island but it was bigger than I thought it was. I had found no 

water or food. I lay on the sand, too tired to move. 

21. What was all over the beach? 

20. Place these events in the correct order from 1 – 4. 

He swallowed his fear. 

He started to run. 

He pretended everything was ok. 

The sounds got louder.

22. What word in the text means tired? Tick one. 

tried 

salty 

remember 

exhausted
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23. What happened if you drank salt water?  

24. Why did Michael lay down? Tick one. 

he was being lazy 

he was too tired 

his head hurt 

he wanted to look at the stars 

As it got darker, I thought about a shelter. I was too scared to go into the forest so I 

found a small cave at one end of the beach with a dry, sandy �oor. I struggled to sleep 

and woke up very tired. I was cold and hungry and had been bitten all over. 

25. Why do you think Michael woke up so tired? List two things. 

1.

2.


