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Billy Monger, who was born 5 May 1999, has been 

obsessed with go-karting and cars since the tender 

age of three. He is also known as ‘Billy Whizz’ – a 

young driver with bags of potential from a very 

young age. He is a British racing driver who took 

part in F4 (Formula 4) in 2016 and 2017. Formula 

4 is a stepping stone for young drivers who dream 

of one day being a Formula 1 driver, like Lewis 

Hamilton. 

As a teenager, he was involved in kart racing and was a very successful junior racer 

tipped for great things.  In April 2017, he was unfortunately involved in a collision 

during a race at Donington Park, which left him seriously injured.  He went into 

the back of another car at 120mph.  Bonny, his sister, raced to be by her brother’s 

side as they waited for the emergency services to arrive and has been credited with 

keeping him alive as her presence calmed him down. He needed to have his lower 

legs amputated due to the collision. 

Instead of being distraught and depressed about what happened to him, Billy has an 

inspirational fighting spirit.  He said “The way I see it, I had a three-day snooze, and 

woke up and my injuries were the way they were. Obviously, you’d expect that if you 

wake up and your legs aren’t there anymore, you go into a mass panic, but it wasn’t 

like that for me.” Instead, he thought of just one thing: racing. “If anyone had said 

that I couldn’t race again, that’s when I’d have panicked,” he says. “Don’t get me 

wrong, people were sceptical…”

Billy spent three weeks in hospital and then spent a long time recovering at home 

and adapting to life with no legs and becoming a wheelchair user.  After treatment 
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and therapy, Monger returned to a race car a mere three months after his accident 

to take part in another competition. It was a specially adapted Fun Cup car. As part 

of his recovery, Billy practised his skill on a racing car simulator and learned how to 

drive with just his hands. Engineers at Carlin Motorsport were confident that they 

could build Billy a bespoke car with hand-controls that would allow him to drive one 

of their cars competitively. They were successful in this and he finished sixth overall 

at the 2018 British F3 Championship, taking two pole positions and three podiums. 

He achieved his first single seater race win in the historic Pau Grand Prix on 19th 

May 2019.

Another reason Monger is undoubtedly inspirational is he and his family fought hard 

to overrule a decision that said no disabled drivers were allowed to drive a single 

seated race car. In order to compete in F3, he and his family had to appeal to the 

sport’s international governing body, the Federation Internationale de l’Automobile. 

The FIA decided to lift the ban in December 2017, but insisted that disabled drivers 

needed to pass safety checks in order to race appropriately-modified single seaters. 

In December 2018, Monger was awarded the BBC Sports Personality Helen Rollaston 

award for outstanding achievement in the face of adversity.  He was presented 

with his award by his hero, five-time Formula 1 world champion Lewis Hamilton, 

surrounded by his family, team and the Donington Park marshals, doctors and 

nurses who helped to save his life.

Billy spent 2019 continuing to share his story and inspiring others through a 

BBC documentary and was asked to supply analysis for Channel 4’s Formula One 

coverage. 

The future looks bright for Billy and we hope that he can continue to climb the ranks 

of motor racing and also keep on inspiring others to never give up even when they 

experience major setbacks. 


